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bouring teeth, and by a wire suture through the zygoma.
and malar bones, and the soft parts adjusted.
The operation occupied the greater part of an hour, and

by the time the tumour was removed the boy was very faint,
but the pulse rallied considerably after he swallowed a little
brandy. No chloroform was administered after the tumour
was removed ; indeed, the exposure of the face necessarily
impeded its inhalation, and the effect had probably almost
entirely passed away while the operation was in progress.
On the completion of the operation faintness again came

on. Elevation of the legs and some more brandy by the
mouth brought back the pulse to the wrists for a short time,
but it became gradually weaker and weaker, and the respira-
tion grew feeble. Under the superintendence of Mr. Heath
artificial respiration was maintained, and the interrupted
current applied to the praecordia, while I performed trans-
fusion of blood from a volunteer among the spectators, by
Aveling’s apparatus. Twenty-two drachms of blood having
been introduced without effect, and the heart’s sounds being
inaudible, the attempts to restore animation were abandoned.
The lad ceased to breathe about one hour and three-quar-
ters after the commencement of the operation.
The tumour, examined after removal, was white and

lohulated, and divided into several parts. The largest,
which occupied the pharynx, measured three inches across,
two backwards, and one inch downwards. The part which
extended through the maxilla to the cheek measured two
inches and a half from behind forwards, by one inch and a
half wide and one inch thick. The whole weighed three
ounces. Under the microscope it was a typical fibroma. No
post-mortem examination of the body was allowed.

*** We have much pleasure in inserting Mr. Hill’s ac-
count of the above case. But, if this gentleman will refer
to our remarks, he will find that we did not really attribute
the death to anything in particular, but said that the

patient " died on the table, whether from shock, or loss of
blood, or from chloroform, separately or combined, was not
clear."&mdash;ED. L.

" URETHROTOMES FOR NARROW
STRICTURES."

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-Mr. Berkeley Hill states in THE LANCET for
June 13th, p. 830, that I have advocated gradual dilatation
&deg;&deg; as the sole safe and efficient method" of treating stricture.
The following words by me at p. 533 of THE LANCET for
April 22nd, 1871, will show his error:-&deg;In a limited
number of cases the bougie will fail to enlarge the con-
tracted urethra beyond a certain point, or if dilated to a
considerable size it will speedily contract again. In such
cases an operation is desirable " The urethrotome described
by me at p. 724 of THE LANCET for May 23rd is identical in
principle with that of M. Maisonneuve and others, and the
knife resembles the one which M. Maisonneuve formerly
employed, but which I had never seen nor heard of, as I
gathered my ideas of his instrument from the one in use by
him. It differs from his-(1) in the manner of introduction;
(2) that it declares when it is in the bladder; (3) the limi-
tation of the path of the knife; (4) the vesical end is open
whilst M. Maisonneuve’s is closed; (5) the curved portion
is tunneled for a bougie, whilst ‘m Maisonneuve’s is
channeled for a knife. Mr. Hill says that the mode of in-
troducing his urethrotome "is precisely that employed by
Mr. Teevan"; but I cannot understand this, for how can
Mr. Hill pass a bougie through the curved portion of his
instrument, which is quite solid ? I am surprised at Mr.
Hill’s alleged objections to a urethrotome simply because it
may cut a little more in a known direction, as he approves
of " splitting strictures, an operation in which the urethra
is torn open to an unknown extent in an unknown direction.
I have stated that no injury is possible with M. Voillemier’s
guard, and I should be glad to know if Mr. Hill can name a
case to the contrary. If Mr. Hill will refer to p. 194 of THE
LANCET for Feb. 7th, he will find I have mentioned the
accident of a bougie being cut in two; its repetition may be
avoided by using a limp filiform bougie, and although Mr.
Hill says that " a limp bougie will not serve for a guide,"
it yet did serve as one on May 8th, when, in the presence

of Dr. Finlay, I relieved a case of retention. As Mr. Hillhas instituted a critical examination into the urethrotome
described by me, I am sure he will accord me the like
privilege as regards his own. Mr. Hill’s urethrotome is
identical in principle with that of Civiale and others; the
knife is similar to one of M. Robert’s, and the mechanism
for ejecting it is M. Charriere’s.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant.
W. F. TEEVAN.Portman-square, W., June 16th, 1874.

THE FELLOWSHIP EXAMINATION.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-I write to thank you for calling attention to the
unsatisfactory nature of the examination for the Fellow-
ship at the College of Surgeons. It is my misfortune to be
one of the rejected candidates at the first examination for
the Fellowship last month, and although I willingly admit
that the result could not have been different in my case,
from the way in which I answered many of the questions
put, yet I hold that the questions were most unfair, and
that, had the examination been a proper one, I ought to
have passed. Perhaps every rejected candidate at any
examination entertains this feeling, and I should not, there-
fore, have made any remarks, had not my opinion of the
examination been confirmed by your editorial notes, and by
the unanimous testimony of all the candidates I have had
the opportunity of talking to on the subject, successful or
otherwise. I am a Member of the College of over eight
years’ standing, and sought the Fellowship as a special dis-
tinction. With the object of obtaining it I have tried to
keep up my knowledge of anatomy ever since I left the hos-
pital, and since this year commenced have worked very
hard, both at anatomy and physiology, in order to perfect
myself in all the minuti2e of these subjects. This I have
done at a great sacrifice of comfort and convenience, as it is
no easy matter to read hard and carry on practice at the
same time. When I went to London a week or so before
the examination, I believed I was fully prepared. As I was
anxious, however, not to incur the annoyance of being re-
jected, 1 went to a teacher of anatomy and asked his opinion
of my chance. I told him that if he thought I was not
ready I would defer going in until November. He examined
me thoroughly on several occasions, and then strongly ad-
vised me to present myself, saying that I had nothing to
fear, and that he considered me certain to pass. The result

. 
of the examination was consequently to me a source of
great vexation. From my experience of the examina-
tion, I can testify that the kind of knowledge required
by the examiners is of the most useless character,
being of the nature, as you justly observe, of "ana-
tomical tips, crotchets, conundrums, absurdities, and
riddles"-matters which impose an immense tax on

the memory, and which afford no satisfaction in the event
of failure in the feeling that one has at least acquired
knowledge, which is power. I shall be glad, therefore, if
through your powerful influence some reform can be effected.
I am not an advocate for making the examination an easy
one : I would make it as searching as possible in all subjects
of practical utility, so that it might carry with it a high
qualification, but I would divest it of the absurdities and
unfairness with which it is at present associated. I think
four questions at the written is too small a number to fairly
test a candidate’s knowledge, and that six should be set. I
cannot imagine on what grounds the system of setting only
four questions, and stating that they must all be answered,
can be justified. Its tendency certainly appears to be tomake the examination more of a lottery. I would extend
the viv&acirc; voce to forty minutes, apportioning ten minutes toeach set of examiners. By this means all candidates would
be placed on the same footing, and have an equal chance.
It is notorious that, as at present constituted, the Court of
Examiners is composed of men whose qualifications for their

office are very unequal, 
and that a candidate who is not very

well up stands a better chance of passing if examined by
some of them than a good man does if examined by others.
Moreover, I think the same profound knowledge of ana-
tomical minutise should not be expected from men who present
themselves after being eight years in practice as might be
required from candidates fresh from the dissecting-room.
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At the second examination, however, I would make no
difference, unless it were in favour of the junior, as here allj 

Ithe knowledge required should be useful.
T remain Sh’. vnnr obedient servant.

A REJECTED CANDIDATE.June 22nd, 1874.

BIRMINGHAM.

(From our own Correspondent.)

THE Local Government Board wishing to make thei

present investigations as to the sanitary condition o

Birmingham as complete as possible, Mr. J. Netten Rad
cliffe, one of the medical inspectors of the department
visited the town last week, especially with a view tc

examining the "pan and midden" systems and the general
sanitary arrangements of the borough. His report will be
included in the general report on the sanitary condition of
Birmingham now being prepared for the Local Government
Board.
Primary vaccination and revaccination are being actively

carried on here. The committee-room of the Town-hall is
opened on Saturdays for free revaccination. 250 persons
availed themselves of this privilege last Saturday. In all
Dr. Robinson vaccinated nearly 1000 persons last week. It
is greatly to be hoped that the sanitary authority will show
as much activity as the guardians.
In Dr. Buchanan’s report on epidemic diseases in Bir-

mingham he made special reference to Coventry, as illus-
trating the advantage of the means he recommended-viz.,
the erection of temporary wards, in which artisans and
others not paupers might be received when suffering from
variola. Dr. Fenton, the medical officer of health for

Coventry, has been able to report that the iron hospital
erected there for the reception of small-pox patients is no

longer needed, and he recommends its use as a scarlet fever
hospital during the prevalence of the present epidemic of
that disease. It is to be hoped that the Birmingham
sanitary authority, after making full provision for small-pox
cases, will do likewise with regard to scarlet fever, as this
makes far greater annual ravages in the town than small-
pox.
At the General Hospital, the electrical department, re-

cently established under the superintendence of Dr. Rnssell,
continues to be actively used by that physician. At the

present time there are under treatment in this department
several cases of great clinical interest.
The heavy debt on the Queen’s Hospital has been more

than half discharged. A balance of .83558 4s. still remains
to be paid.
Birmingham, June 23rd. 1874.

Medical News.
APOTHECARIES’ HALL. - The following gentlernen

passed their examination in the Science and Practice of Medi-
cine and received certificates to practise on June 18th:-

Pugh, John Hopkins, Ilemel Hempstead.
Wil-on, Henry, Clifon-park, Birkenhead.

The following gentleman passed their Primary Professional
Examination on the same day :-
Alfred Rees, Uiijver8ity College ; Howard James M ’Chleary Todd and
Gilbert Hamilton Wilkins, St. Thomas’s Hospital.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF SunGEONS OF IRELAND.-At
an election held on the 20th June, Edmond Nugent and
Stewart Woodhouse were chosen to fill the vacancies of ex-
aminers in general education consequent on the resignation
of Drs. Stoker and Ward.

OBSTETRICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON.-At the meeting
of this Society on Wednesday next, the following papers
will be read:-Dr. Sohnegierief (of Moscow), "On Va-
ginismus" ; Dr. John Williams, "On the Relation between
Congestion of the Uterus and Flexion of the Organ"; Dr.
Bathurst Woodman, "On the Treatment of Mammary
Abscess"; Dr.Boulton, "Cases of Melancholia and Epilepsy
caused by Uterine Disorder." Dr. Galton will show an
instrument for the treatment of anteflexion of the uterus.

VACCINATION GRANT.-Dr. J. A. Simons, medical
officer for the fourth district of the Hailsham Union has re-
ceived from the Local Government Board a grant (.87 6s.)
for successful vaccination.

BEQUESTS &C. TO MEDICAL CHARITIES. - The
Devonshire Hospital and Buxton Bath Charity has received
&pound;1000 under the will of Mr. William Burnett, of Maccles-
field. The annual report of St. Mary’s Hospital acknow-
ledged the receipt of a fifth &pound;1000 from , D. T. H.," .S200
from" H. B.," X105 from Mr. Henry Gardiner, and &pound;100
each from Mrs. M. A. Butcher, Mr. and Mrs. J. Gibb, aud
Mr. C. Goodley.

ST. MARY’S HOSPITAL. - The annual general
meeting of the governors and subscribers of St. Mary’s
Hospital, Paddington, was held last week. The report
stated that the number of patients admitted into the hos-
pital during the year 1873 was 1753, as compared with 1777
in the year 1872. The number of out-patients was 20,807,
as against 20,478 in the previous year. In the maternity
department there had been 304, as compared with 305 in
the year 1872. The expenditure during the past year was
greatly in excess of the previous year, owing mainly to the
increased price of every hospital necessary. The cost of
each patient, after deducting lle. for each out-patient, was
X63 13s. The governors regretted to say there was a de-
fieiency of annual subscriptions, notwithstanding the appeal
made last year.

Medical Appointments.
CANN, T. M., M.R.C.S.E, has been appointed Medical Officer for the lst

Division of No. 3 District of the Newhaven Union, vice Braden,
resigned.

) CnowK, Dr. G. W., has been appointed House-Surgeon to the Warneford,
Leamington, and South Warwickshire Hospital, vice Floyer, resigned.

DENBY, 1’. C., M.R.C.S.E., has been apnointed Junior IIouse-Surgeon to
the Infirmary and Dispensary, Bradford, Yorkshire, vice Pickles, ap-

t pointed liouse-Physician to the Leeds Infirmary
DicKso3r, H., C.M., Assistant-Surgeon to the City of London Union, has

been appointed Resident Clmical Assistant to St. Luke’s Hospital, Old-
Istreet.

DUFF, J., L.F.P. & S. has been appointed Resident Assistant Medical
Officer at the Oxfordshire and Berkshire Lunatic Asylum, Littlemore,
near Oxford, vice Hoisted, resigned.

ELLIS, W. H., M.R C.S.E., has been appointed Medical Officer of Health for
the Windhijt Urban Sanitary District, vice Cuthbertson: t35 per
annum; acreage 290; population 5783.

GREENwooD, Mr. T. P., has been appointed Assistant House-Surgeon to
the Derbyshire General Infirmary, Derby, vice Mickle, whose appoint-
ment has expired.

HOMAN, G. W., M.R.C.S.E., 1st M.B. has been appointed Resident Medical
officer to the St. pancras and Northern Dispenoary, vice Briggs,
resigned.

JEPSON, Mr. A., has been appointed Denta) Snrgeon to the Warneford, Lea-
mington, and South Warwickshire Hospital.

JONES, J. F., L R.C.P.Ed., L.F.P. & S. GIns., has been appointed Medical
Officer of Health for the Towyn Urban Samtary District: 210 per
annum; acreage 23,290; population 3301.

LEIGH, R., M.R.CS.E., has been appointed an Hon. Assistant-Surgeon to
the Ladies’ Charity and Lyiug-in Hospital, Liverpool.

LE MOTTK&Eacute;E, G. H., M.R.C.S.E., has been appointed Junior House-Surgeon
to the Roya) Free Hospital, vice Reckitt, resigned.

M’CoMnte, J., M A., M.B., C.M., has been appointed Assistant Medical
Officer to the Homerton Fever Hospital, vice - Smith, M.D., resigned.

MACNAUGBTON, J., M.B., C.M, has been appointed Medical Officer for the
Parish of Kilchrenan and Dalavich, N.B : &pound;50 per annum.

MASON, W. 1., L.R.C.P.Ed., M.R.C.S.E., has been appointed Medical Officer
to the Workhouse, and Medical Officer and Public Vaccinator for No. 3
District of the Sudbury Union, Sttnblk, vice M. Mason, M.R.C.S.E.,
resigned.

OGSTON, A., M.D., has been appointed third Surgeon to the Royal Infirmary,
Aberdeen, vice Fiddcs, resigned, and appointed Consulting Surgeon.

POLLOCK, Dr. J., has been appointed Lecturer on the Principles and Prac-
tice of Medicine at Charing-cross Hospital Medical School.

PoRTEPs, D., M.D., L.F.P. & S. Glas., has been appointed Medical Officer
and Public Vaccinator for the Haughton-le.Skerne District of the
Darlington Union, vice Parsons, resigned.

SANDERSON, J. B , M.D., F.R.S., has been appointed Jodrell Professor of
Human Physiology (including Practical Physiology and Histology) at
University College, London, vice Dr. Sharpey, who has resigned the
Chair of Anatomy and Physiology.

SILVER, Dr., has been appointed Leuturer on Clinical Medicine at Charing-
cross Hospital Medical School.

SMITH, W. J., L.R.C P.Ed., L.R.C.S.Ed., L.S.A.L., has been appointed Medical
Officer to the Rawmarsh District of the Rotherham Union ; also Surgeon
to the Rouudwood Coal Company and Mr. Knapton’s Collieries.

THOMSON, Mr. J. Il., has been appointed House-Surgeon to Gray’s Hos-
pital, Elgin, vice Macoaughto’), resigned.

WATSON, F. H., L.R.C.P.Ed., M.lt C.S.E., has been appointed Medical Officer
to the West Sutfolk Friendly Society at Chevington, Barrow, and Har-
grave, and to the Ancient Shepherds’ Society at Barrow, Gazeley, and
Saxham, all vice Barker, deceased.

WILL, J. C. 0., M.D., C.M., has been appointed fourth Surgeon to the Royal
Infirmary, Aberdeen, vice Ogstou.


